ELSPETH HUXLEY, Florence Nightingale, London, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1975, 4to, pp. 254, illus., £4.95. It is not altogether clear why another book on Florence Nightingale was thought to be necessary at this time. Mrs. Huxley covers exactly the same ground as previous biographies, although she does pay more attention than some writers to Miss Nightingale's contradictory personality and remarkable ability in a number of fields of endeavour. In addition her book is richly illustrated with sixteen pages of colour plates and nearly one hundred pictures, depicting all aspects of Miss Nightingale's unusual career.
No new material has been used, for there has not been much available. However, when the calendar of Florence Nightingale's letters appears in the near future a considerable amount of previously unpublished data will be released, and yet another biography will be needed. Until then Mrs. Huxley's book can be recommended as an accurate and unbiased account intended for the layman. 444
